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issuing security clearances for all members
of the commission.

I have since been informed that unlike Mr.
Al-Marayati, all other appointees to the
commission either hold or recently held se-
curity clearances and will only require a
brief update in order to begin their service. I
have also been notified that in order to issue
for any individual a first-time security clear-
ance of the level likely to be required for the
sensitive matters to be reviewed by the com-
mission, the investigating agencies generally
require up to twelve months or more to con-
duct a complete background investigation.

In light of the fact that the term of the
commission is only six months, it has be-
come evident that an appropriate security
clearance is not likely to be processed in
time for Mr. Al-Marayati to participate in
the commission’s work. This situation has
therefore required that his appointment to
the commission be withdrawn.

Despite these circumstances, Mr. Al-
Marayati is prepared to provide input to the
commission on matters of interest and con-
cern to the American Muslim community. I
hope the commission will listen to the voices
of this community and address the issues of
civil rights for all Americans consistent with
a strong U.S. anti-terrorism policy.

Sincerely,
RICHARD A. GEPHARDT.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

LET US HONOR ALL VIETNAM
VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak of an urgent need that
is addressed by House Concurrent Reso-
lution 134, a resolution which we call
the ‘‘In Memory Day’’ resolution intro-
duced earlier this month.

When passed, this resolution will af-
firm that Congress supports the goals
and ideas of what we have been calling
‘‘In Memory Day,’’ which is the third
Monday of April.

Though the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial is a deeply moving reminder of
many courageous Americans who gave
their lives for their country, it includes
only the names of those who died from
combat wounds. Many other brave vet-
erans have died as a result of their
service in Vietnam, but their causes of
death do not fit within the criteria es-
tablished by the Department of Defense
for inscribing their names on the Me-
morial. By observing ‘‘In Memory
Day,’’ we will honor these patriotic
Americans and remember their sac-
rifice.

Veterans whose deaths were hastened
by exposure to Agent Orange, for exam-
ple, count among the casualties of
Vietnam, but their names are not in-
scribed on the Memorial. Veterans who
have taken their own lives as a result
of the deep psychological wounds from

their service are not included either,
but their deaths are fundamentally
tied to their experiences in Vietnam.
These veterans and their families de-
serve recognition and support.

This year, last April 19, the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Fund held its first
‘‘In Memory Day’’ to commemorate
these people who died but whose deaths
do not merit inscription on the Wall.
From this year forward, the ‘‘In Mem-
ory Day’’ event will be observed each
year at the Wall, along with Memorial
Day and Veterans Day, as one of the of-
ficial ceremonies of the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Fund. Names of fallen
comrades will be added to the ‘‘In
Memory Honor Roll’’ each year, just as
the names of those who died as a result
of combat in Vietnam are added to the
famous memorial at the Wall.

Many returning heroes came back
from Vietnam with their health shat-
tered, both physically and mentally.
They were wounded by their time in
Vietnam, and they deserve our grati-
tude and recognition.

I urge my colleagues to support
House Concurrent Resolution 134.

f

WE NEED ACTION NOW ON REAL
CRISIS IN FARM COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, during
the Independence Day district work pe-
riod, this Member continued his series
of town hall meetings with 14 addi-
tional meetings to hear the views and
questions of my constituents. Many
subjects were discussed, but two sub-
jects understandably dominated their
concerns.

The first, overwhelmingly expressed,
as it has been all year, related to the
deplorably bad conditions for farmers
and the communities and small busi-
nesses that serve farmers and depend
upon agriculture. All grain, soybean,
and livestock prices are very low, some
unprecedently low this year, while the
predictions are all equally gloomy.

World surpluses and export losses in
the Asian markets, huge projected 1999
harvest numbers, coupled with the
strength of the dollar as compared to
our export competitors’ agricultural
commodities and products, have cre-
ated desperate conditions for farmers.

It is reported that the U.S. Govern-
ment has actually spent more in farm
subsidies during the current year than
during the most expensive year of the
previous farm bill. But those subsidies
are not appreciably alleviating what is
a real crisis in farm country. Net farm
income per farm in my State of Ne-
braska last year is a negative number
after average Federal subsidies are sub-
tracted, as contrasted to a net farm in-
come of over $40,000 two years ago.

This Member has said for nearly a
year now that no ideas or proposed so-
lutions are off the table, all deserve
consideration. No ideological blinders

or pride of authorship of any current
farm policies should stand in the way
of finding answers quickly for turning
around and meeting this farm crisis.
The administration must use the ex-
port promotion tools and dollars the
Congress has authorized and be more
innovative and aggressive in meeting
the crisis.

Without immediate and concerted ac-
tions now, thousands of farm families
who have been financially responsible
and good farmers will be forced from
their farms. Modest accumulated sav-
ings and assets built up through years
of effort and investment are being
wiped out and growing debts look over-
whelming.

Mr. Speaker, the bipartisan leader-
ship and members of the Agriculture
Committees of the two Houses of Con-
gress must find solutions and proposal
actions now, not after the 1999 harvest
is complete. That will be too late for
thousands of farmers, ranchers, and ag-
ribusiness-dependent families and com-
munities. A whole farm infrastructure
is threatened. The leaders of the two
Houses also must give this matter a
top priority for action.

Mr. Speaker, this Member knows
these terrible economic problems are
not being ignored by our agriculture
committees here on Capitol Hill even if
the White House and USDA seem indif-
ferent. Solutions to our current di-
lemma are not obvious. The situation
results from perhaps an unprecedented
or at least totally unexpected combina-
tion of factors.

When this Member asked his farm
constituents for ideas or solutions, few
have specific answers and there cer-
tainly is little agreement. However,
one comment is heard over and over
again: the loan deficiency payments ar-
rangement provides no floor for prices.
And it may, in fact it is suggested, be
driving commodity prices down and
helping only the major grain compa-
nies. This must be examined.

Second, farmers argue in large num-
bers that they want to see a farmer-
held reserve reinstituted.

b 1900

That needs to be seriously considered
and a decision made, one way or an-
other, with an explanation for the deci-
sion. And, third, farmers and agri-
culture leaders also believe the grow-
ing concentration of companies that
supply the farm population with key
inputs and others which serve as their
markets deserve closer and immediate
scrutiny by the USDA and the Justice
Department. These complaints need to
be seriously addressed before it is too
late.

Mr. Speaker, we need action now on
a real crisis in farm country.

f

EDWARD R. ROYBAL CENTERS FOR
DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVEN-
TION (CDC) CAMPUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. GIB-
BONS). Under a previous order of the
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House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker,
I have just returned from a very special
event at the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. Today, the main
campus of the CDC was renamed the
Edward R. Roybal CDC Campus, in
honor of my father who served as a
Member of this Chamber for 30 years.
In addition, he was presented with the
Champion of Prevention Award, CDC’s
most prestigious award, reserved for
individuals who have made significant
contributions to public health.

Quoting CDC Director, Dr. Jeffrey P.
Koplan, ‘‘All his life, no matter where
or at what level he sat, Edward R. Roy-
bal has made the public’s health his
personal and professional priority. His
leadership has prevented the illness
and health of many Americans.’’

Many of my colleagues who served
with my father during his tenure from
1963 to 1993 will recall his zeal and com-
mitment to health promotion and dis-
ease prevention and the very special
place CDC has in his heart. I hope that
this and future Congresses will remem-
ber and emulate his belief in protecting
the Nation’s health and safety through
prevention and applied research and
programs. Our whole family is very
proud of my father, but none more
than my mother who has stood next to
him through all his accomplishments
and who through her support made
many of those accomplishments pos-
sible.

f

TRIBUTE TO FRED ZOLLNER, NBA
PIONEER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a great Hoosier
from Fort Wayne, the late Fred Zoll-
ner, who was just selected for the Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame. Too often we for-
get our history.

Fred Zollner moved the Zollner Pis-
tons Company from Duluth, Minnesota,
in 1931 to the east side of Fort Wayne.
During the 1930s the piston plant dou-
bled in size, aided by hefty government
military contracts because of war prep-
arations.

Sports Illustrated described Zollner
this way:

‘‘He is short and stocky, a dapper
man sporting peak lapels, a silk shirt,
a constant tan, and an unruly coiffure
that suggests he is about to mount a
podium and conduct Beethoven’s
Ninth. He is the sort who would not
harm a fly. Rather than swat one, he
would catch a cold holding the door
open until the fly got ready to leave.’’

In 1938, Mr. Zollner had formed a
company softball team for a local in-
dustrial league. In 1945, the Pistons in-
stigated the National Softball League,
which they hoped would open the way
to major league softball. They won

multiple national championships.
Players were celebrities. By the late
1950’s as I was growing up, softball was
no longer as significant, but I remem-
ber my dad talking about Leo Luken
and Bernie Kampschmidt as if they
were Nellie Fox and Ernie Banks, my
baseball heroes.

After having success in softball, in
1939 Zollner fielded a team in a Chicago
industrial league tournament and
never looked back. The Fort Wayne
Zollner Pistons, now known as the De-
troit Pistons, were not Fort Wayne’s
first pro basketball team. The Fort
Wayne Knights of Columbus, the
Caseys, and the Fort Wayne Hoosiers
were. And the Fort Wayne General
Electrics played in the NBL, the Na-
tional Basketball League, in 1937. The
Fort Wayne Zollner Pistons left Fort
Wayne at the end of 1957 but continue
today as the Detroit Pistons.

There were many eventful years in
Fort Wayne. For most of the Fort
Wayne era, the Pistons played at the
North Side High School gym. The en-
thusiastic fans and confined quarters
gave the Pistons a significant
homecourt advantage. Minneapolis
Lakers’ star Slater Martin was quoted
on the courtside seating at North Side:
‘‘I never really saw the fans get phys-
ical with the players. But I did have
them pull the hair on my legs.’’

Fred Zollner was a key in keeping
the National Basketball League sol-
vent. Carl Bennett, whose personal his-
tory with the Pistons is so intertwined
with Zollner as to be inseparable, said
that Zollner never wanted anyone to
know how he kept the league—and pro
basketball—alive.

He was constantly upgrading his
team which eventually led to repeat
national titles. The Zollner Pistons
were multiple times national cham-
pions. Two of their famous players
were ‘‘Mr. Basketball,’’ Bobby
McDermott, who had long set shots
from past half-court; and Paul ‘‘Curly’’
Armstrong from Fort Wayne. These are
some of the late 1940s cards that I have
in my collection.

They were also responsible for the in-
vention of the 24-second clock, because
George Mikan, who was not only a
giant at 6′10′′ but a talented athlete as
well, had this huge height advantage.
They tried a different way to win. In
Minneapolis, as the crowd hollered,
they stalled. It remains, and always
will, as the lowest scoring game in
NBA history, 19–18. But the Zollner
Pistons won and the league said this
will never happen again.

Fred Zollner, along with Carl Ben-
nett, met then with the people from
the BAA in Fort Wayne and merged the
leagues which then became the NBA
from the leagues in Fort Wayne.

Fred Zollner’s vision for Fort Wayne
was for the Fort Wayne Zollner Pistons
to be to the NBA what Green Bay was
to professional football. But, alas, that
was not to be. Fort Wayne was just too
small.

He saw the writing on the wall in the
mid 1950s, but the final event was when

they made the national championship,
the NBA playoffs, but the Fort Wayne
Coliseum had booked the national
bowling tournament so the Pistons
were booted out of the auditorium and
had to play their games in Indianap-
olis. The next year they moved to De-
troit.

To quote a couple of the long-term
people associated with this, Carl Ben-
nett, who crusaded to get Fred Zollner
into the Basketball Hall of Fame, said:
‘‘If somebody would have asked me
when I was a kid what I wanted to do
with my career, I would have told them
exactly what I did for Fred Zollner’s
organization. It was fun and extremely
rewarding.’’

There are two books out. Indiana had
three of the original members of the
NBA. ‘‘Pioneers of the Hardwood’’ re-
fers to that. The other is the Zollner
Piston Story by Roger Nelson.

George Yardley, a Hall of Famer, said
about Fort Wayne:

‘‘My wife and I didn’t know what to
expect when we got to Fort Wayne. We
had never seen snow before. Major
league sports to Fort Wayne was the
Pistons. They were great basketball
fans. But more importantly, they were
great people. They wanted you to know
that Fort Wayne was a great place to
live, and they did everything they
could to illustrate that to you. To this
day I believe that Fort Wayne has
some of the coldest weather and warm-
est people in the country.’’

In Fort Wayne we no longer have the
Pistons basketball team, but we do
have nearly 1,000 Zollner Pistons jobs
that are part of the backbone of our
community. We have the pride of hav-
ing been there in the early days of the
NBA, the first meetings occurring in
Fort Wayne, and now having one of our
community leaders being honored by
his selection into the Basketball Hall
of Fame. And we still have some of the
coldest weather and the warmest peo-
ple in America.

I rise today to pay tribute to a great Hoosier
from Fort Wayne, the last Fred Zollner, who
was just selected for the Basketball Hall of
Fame. Too often we forget our history.

Fred Zollner moved Zollner Pistons from
Duluth, Minnesota in 1931 to the east side of
Fort Wayne. During the 1930s the piston plant
doubled in size, aided by hefty government
military contracts because of war preparations.

Sports Illustrated described Zollner this way:
‘‘He is short and stocky, a dapper man

sporting peak lapels, a silk shirt, a constant
tan, and an unruly coiffure that suggests he is
about to mount a podium and conduct Bee-
thoven’s Ninth. He is the sort who would not
harm a fly. Rather than swat one, he would
catch a cold holding the door open until the fly
got ready to leave.’’

Holiday magazine said: ‘‘Zollner is a soft-
voiced, curly-headed manufacturer, a friendly
man with a taste for expensive, striped suits,
and the engaging knack of making them look
as if he’d worn them to bed.’’

In 1938 Mr. Zollner had formed a company
softball team for a local industrial league. In
1945 the Pistons instigated the National Soft-
ball League, which they hoped would open the
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